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YAKAMIA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.39 pm]:  I have received a letter from the president of the 
Yakamia Primary School parents and citizens association.  She and the other parents are extremely frustrated at 
the moment with the state of their primary school.  I hope that the member for Albany is aware of the state of the 
Yakamia Primary School and that he has pushed for an upgrade in the budget.  Let us hope there is a smile on 
the faces of the PCA president and the parents tomorrow.  Like many PCAs, its members volunteer many hours 
of their time and effort to make the environment around their school look good.  This school is a rather large 
school, with 700 students.  It has had more than five different principals in the past six years.  The lack of 
continuity has led to many projects and submissions being promised, but they have never eventuated.  It is 
similar to six different ministers being responsible for the Disability Services Commission over the past five 
years.   
Lack of continuity causes problems everywhere.  The P&C association is right to complain, and it has sent me a 
list of its complaints.  One of the worst complaints is that there are toilets at this school which the students are 
discouraged from using because of the smell.  Maintenance was promised two years ago.  Adults would not put 
up with that, so why should children?  There is a health risk at that school, with 700 students using a toilet that 
smells.  It is disgusting.  It must be a time bomb waiting to go off.  An inadequately sized assembly area, which 
floods every time there is heavy or persistent rain, renders the students’ undercover area a no-go zone when it 
rains because the carpet gets wet.  The P&C association says it gets mouldy and smelly.  Last year industrial fan 
heaters were used for days in that area before the students could access it.  As I said, there is a lingering, mouldy, 
dank odour.  What is the point of upgrading the area with new carpets if it keeps getting wet?  This is the only 
undercover area for those children to play in during winter.  It is unventilated, and the roof is too low for any 
significant ball games.  The teachers would have to be really inventive to keep those kids active and happy. 
We are talking about Albany.  The weather patterns show that the kids do not play outside too often.  These 
children deserve to have a play area in winter.  I hate to think what that mouldy carpet smell does to kids with 
asthma.  It is not good enough.  The P&C association says it has five demountables with no sheltered access to 
the main school and no running water.  The 125 students plus staff are putting extra pressure on an already 
overloaded infrastructure.  There is no running water near those five demountables.  There is an inadequate car 
park which causes major problems at drop-off and pick-up times, and puts children at risk because they dart in 
and out between the buses.  We often see that at other schools as well.  The school says it was granted funds but, 
once again, nothing eventuated.  I do not understand that.  If funds were granted, they should have been 
allocated.  Perhaps the Minister for Education and Training can look into the allocation of those funds, or 
whether there was some misunderstanding about the funds the school thought it was to receive.  There is no 
shelter for students as they wait in line for buses.  That is a huge problem in country areas.  Adults would not put 
up with standing in the rain or in the hot sun.  Somehow we expect these children to do that.  Teachers are 
supervising them.  They have to stand in the rain and heat as well.  I commend them for that.  The P&C 
association says that a major thoroughfare at the school has been blocked off for nearly 18 months for safety 
reasons, after two teachers, a visiting speaker and numerous students had injured themselves slipping on a path 
in the three years prior to that closure  Eighteen months is a rather a long time for an access to be blocked off.  
The department should have fixed the problem earlier.  I know that the minister cannot be held responsible for 
every access that is blocked off.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  I can’t hear you.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am giving the Minister for Education and Training a bit of credit, because I 
understand that she cannot know about every small problem in every school.  However, this matter is ridiculous.  
The school’s list should have been brought to the minister’s attention a long time ago.  I am sure someone in the 
department must have put the list on her desk; if not, they will certainly do so now.   
The letter ends by saying that the school is a really proud school and that the teachers are doing a marvellous job 
coping with the enormous task of addressing the curriculum, which leaves them little time to worry about the 
physical state of the school.  It also states that the school appreciates the opportunity to apply for an Investing in 
Our Schools grant, but that in its current position the grant will be merely a bandaid for its mounting problems.   
Once again, I ask the Minister for Education and Training, who is sitting across from me in the chamber, to 
please look into this issue.  The matter requires urgent attention because of the septic system.  The children 
should not have to put up with smelly toilets, especially given those toilets are used by the school’s 700 students 
during school hours.  
 


